Antigenic variation among Sendai virus strains detected by monoclonal antibodies.
Thirteen strains of Sendai virus isolated from various sources in the 1950's and after 1976 were compared for their reactivities with monoclonal antibodies prepared against the prototype strain MN of Sendai virus. Results revealed that while the 5 strains isolated in the 1950's reacted with all the monoclonal antibodies as the prototype strain did, the 2 strains isolated in 1976 and 1978 did not react with an F-specific monoclonal antibody, and the other 6 strains isolated after 1978 lacked reactivity with an HN-specific monoclonal antibody.